
New Books for Grades K-2 
and How to Use Them in Your Program

presented by  Dr. Peggy A. Sharp 

Language Arts
• AN ANNOYING ABC  - Barbara Bottner.  Knopf, 2011 (9780375867088) 

Adelaide annoys  Bailey, and the  entire class gets upset, one after the other alphabetically.

• THE BOOK WITH A HOLE  - Hervé Tullet.  Abrams, 2011 (9781854379467) $14.50
A hole on every page is the focus for readersʼ interaction with the book based upon their imagination.

t❤ DETECTIVE BLUE  - Steve Metzger.  Orchard, 2011  28p. (978545172868) $16.99
Detective Blue (formerly Little Boy) interviews fairy tale and nursery rhyme characters to find Miss Muffet.

❤ FORTUNATELY, UNFORTUNATELY - Michael Foreman.  Andersen Press USA, 2011  
   32p. (9780761374602) $16.95

Delivering an umbrella to his grandmother turns into a riotous adventure of Milo, a monkey in shorts.

• HOW TO TEACH A SLUG TO READ  - Susan Pearson.  Illus. by David Slonim. Cavendish, 
  2011  32p. (9780761458050) $16.99

Teaching a slug to read will open up its world to many possibilities.

• IF YOU GIVE A DOG A DONUT  - Laura Numeroff.  HarperCollins, 2011  (9780060266837) 
About the chaos that ensues when a dog is given the sweet treat.

• IʼM NOT  - Pat Smallcomb. Random, 2011 32p. (9780375861154) $15.99
Two alligator-like creatures are very different but still very good friends.

• NOTHING LIKE A PUFFIN  - Sue Soltis.  Illus. by Bob Kolar.  Candlewick, 2011 40p. 
   (9780763636173) $15.99

A puffin is an amazing creature, and there is nothing quite like it . . . or is there?

❤ NURSERY RHYME COMICS  - First Second, 2011 120p. (9781596436008) $18.99
50 cartoonists have retold 50 of the timeless rhymes.  “Not your motherʼs Mother Goose”.

t 6• PRESS HERE  - Hervé Tullet.  Chronicle/Handprint, 2011 (9780811879545) $14.99
Press, push, rub, blow to move the dots in this interactive book that uses the imagination.
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Social Studies
t ❤ ALL THE WAY TO AMERICA - Dan Yaccarino.  Knopf, 2011  40p. (9780375866425) $16.99

The story of a big Italian family and a little shovel that came to America.

t 6• HOORAY FOR AMANDA & HER ALLIGATOR!  - Mo Willems.  HarperCollins, 2011 
  (9780062004000) $17.99

6 and 1/2 surprising stories about 2 unexpected friends tell about the bond between child and toy.

t 6❤ I WANT MY HAT BACK  - Jon Klassen.  Candlewick, 2011 32p. (9780763655983) $15.99.  
Bear has lost his hat, and the animals (most of then) have not seen it.

• MY NAME IS ELIZABETH!  - Annika Dunklee.  Kids Can, 2011 32p. (9781554535606) $14,95
          Her name is Elizabeth, and thatʼs what she wants to be called - not Liz, Beth, or anything else!

Science
• ALL THE WATER IN THE WORLD  - George Ella Lyon.  Illus. by Katherine Tillotson.  

   Atheneum, 2011 40p. (9781416971306) $15.99
An infectious beat and eye-catching illustrations introduce young children to the water cycle.

❤ 11 EXPERIMENTS THAT FAILED  - Jenny Offill.  Schwartz & Wade, 2011 32p. (9780375847622)  
Step-by-step instructions for 11 inquiries designed to test hypotheses about things that kids wonder>

6❤ ME . . .  JANE - Patrick McDonnell.  Little, Brown 2011  40p. (9780316045469) $15.99
Young Jane Goodall observes nature, reads Tarzan books, and dreams of helping animals in Africa.

 
t ❤ SWIRL BY SWIRL  - Joyce Sidman.  Houghton, 2011 40p. (9780547315836) $16.99

An exploration of spirals in nature.

6❤ THE WATCHER - Jeanette Winter.  Schwartz & Wade, 2011 44p. (9780375867743) $17.99
Jane Goodallʼs life with the chimps.

❤ WON TON:  A CAT TAIL TOLD IN HAIKU  - Lee Wardlaw.  Illus. by Eugene Yelchin.  
  Holt, 2011 40p. (9780805089950) $16.99

Each 17 syllable poem tells about the cat who moved from the shelter into the heart of her new owner.

❤ WOOF MEOW TWEET-TWEET  - Cécile Boyer.  Seven Footer, 2011 (9781934734605) 
The words replace the images of the animals in this adventure.

Math
❤ JUST A SECOND  - Steve Jenkins.  Houghton 2011 (9780618708963) 

A lot can happen in a second - here are just a few things and even more than happens in a minute, day, month.

t 6❤ PERFECT SQUARE  - Michael Hall.  Greenwillow, 2011 40p. (9780061915130) $16.99
A square can quickly and easily become so many things.

t ❤ THIS PLUS THAT:  LIFEʼS LITTLE EQUATIONS  - Amy Krouse Rosenthal.  Illus. by 
Jen Corace.  Harper, 2011   40p. (9780061726552) $14.99

The symbols of math are used to state conceptual rather than numeric relationships.
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• Hooray for Amanda & Her Alligator!
by Mo Willems

Balzer & Bray / Harper
2011

Summary:  6 (and 1/2) stories about 2 unexpected friends show the bond between child and toy.

Strategies to use:
Amanda and her alligator seem to be dancing on the endpapers of the book;  they are joined by the 
panda in the endpapers in the back of the book.  Share several songs, and ask readers to choose 
the one that seems best for the two dancers.  Challenge them to make-up the steps to Amandaʼs and 
Alexanderʼs dance.

Talk about the meaning of the word, “surprise”.  Readers can identify a surprise they have had in their 
lives.  Remind them that surprises can be either large or small.  Which was the biggest surprise in this 
book?  Which was the best surprise?  Which surprise was the most unexpected?  Have they ever 
had any surprises that were not happy surprises?  How did they make the unhappy surprise a good 
one, after all?  Which surprises have they had that were blessings in disguise?

Share page 9.  Readers can write the story that goes with this illustration.  Discuss how the picture 
sets the stage and the tone for the story.  Did the story follow the expectations set up by this image?

Before looking at the specific titles, readers can suggest the titles of the books they think Amanda 
brought home from the library.  For each title they select, remind them to indicate why Amanda would 
want to take that book home.
     The author does share some of the titles that Amanda brought home from the library.  Readers can 
find similar titles in their library to read.  For example, instead of How to Raise a Tiger they could read 

Baby Tiger Wants to Explore by Alice Greene • Read to Tiger by S.J. Fore

Alligator is very sad to learn that he only cost 7 cents, and thinks that means he isnʼt worth much.  
Readers can indicate how much their best friend is worth.  Encourage them to make an equation, 
showing the best friend on one side of an equal sign, and his/her value on the other side of the equal 
sign.  Remind readers that a best friend is priceless, so encourage them to think of experiences, 
feelings, etc. rather than a monetary value when they make their equations.

Readers can write/tell/draw  6(and 1/2) reasons why their toy is so special to them.

Amanda says that “books beat boredom”.  Readers can identify 6 books they have read that “beat 
their boredom”, and why the books were so interesting.  Compile the titles into a list entitled “Bored?  
Read One of These”

There is an old saying - “threeʼs a crowd.”  Readers can suggest a future story featuring Panda, 
Alligator and Amanda when the three play together very nicely.

Readers can bring their favorite stuffed toy friend to share.  They introduce their friend to other 
readers, identifying 3 things that make their friend so special.  They can identify a book that their 
friend likes to read, and why the book is so well-liked.

Share several of the pictures of alligator.  Readers can identify how alligator is feeling and what he is 
thinking for each picture.

For more activities for this book and insights into the author, visit www.GoMo.net.
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❤  I Want My Hat Back
by Jon Klassen

Candlewick 
2011

Summary:  All bear wants is his hat, and he is determined to get it back.

Strategies to use:
There is very little color in this book, so that when red is used it really stands out.  Readers can 
discuss the significance of the color red, and what it means.  Make a list of things that are usually red - 
stop sign, fire trucks, traffic light, lipstick, etc.  Discuss why the color red is used for these items and 
why it is appropriate.  What does the phrase “seeing red” mean?  What do the readers think when 
they see red?  Why is this phrase appropriate for this story?

This story is written entirely in dialog.  This can be read as a dramatic reading or as used as a 
Readersʼ Theatre script.

Readers can discuss what they think happened to rabbit when bear retrieved his hat.  What 
should have happened to rabbit?  Readers can identify the “good” characters and the “bad” 
characters in this story, and indicate the reasons for their decision.

Before reading the book share the front endpapers that show all the animals in this story - fox, 
frog, rabbit, turtle, snake, armadillo, deer.  Tell the readers that one of the animals stole bearʼs hat.  
They can predict which was the thief, and indicate why they think that animal will steal the hat.  

People have called this book hilarious, while others have identified it as disturbing.  Readers can 
describe what they thought of the book, and for whom they think it is written.
     This book has been described as coy (marked by cute, or artful playfulness), spare (no excess 
details), simple (free from elaboration or detail), understated (avoiding obvious emphasis or 
embellishment), delectable ( very pleasing), stylized (to design according to a style or stylistic pattern 
rather than according to nature or tradition), sublime (to convert something inferior into something of higher 
worth). Which of these adjectives is most appropriate for this book?
  Readers can write a one-word description of this book, and describe why the word they selected is a 
good description of the book.

Bear must remember what his hat looked like.  Show readers a hat for 30 seconds.  They then draw a 
picture of the hat that shows the details of its appearance.

Tell readers to look straight ahead and describe the shirt or top they are wearing.  Remind them not 
to look at what they are wearing - to keep their eyes straight ahead.  How many gave an accurate 
description of their clothing?
     Next, ask readers to describe the clothes they were wearing the day before.

Bring several different hats to share.  Put a number in front of each hat.  On separate slips of paper 
readers write one word other than its color to describe each of the hats.  Remind readers to write the 
number of the hat they are describing on each paper.  Read the words and ask readers to identify the 
hat being described .
     Bear describes his hat as red and pointy.  Before sharing the book, ask readers to draw a red 
pointy hat.  Which drawings are most like beatʼs hat?  How accurate was bearʼs description?  How 
effective was the description in delineating bearʼs hat from any other hat?
  
Why would a bear need a hat?
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Jane Goodall
   Jane Goodall arrived in Africa, full of dreams. Even as a child, sheʼd dreamed of living among 
wild animals and writing about them. Tarzan and Dr. Dolittle were her favorite books, and she knew 
sheʼd be a much better jungle companion for Tarzan than that other Jane. African wildlife adventures 
were an unlikely calling for a little girl in the 1930s and 1940s. But from the beginning, Janeʼs mother, 
Vanne, was encouraging. “You can do whatever you set your mind to,” she said.

❤ Me . . . Jane ❤ The Watcher
by Patrick McDonnell by Jeanette Winter
         Little, Brown                 Schwartz & Wade

2011               2011
Summary:  Jane Goodallʼs work with apes is well known.  These books tell about her childhood and 
her life work and how they are interconnected. 

Strategies to use:
A key moment in Janeʼs decision to do her life work occurred when she observed a hen laying an 
egg.  Readers can discuss why this made such an impact on her life.  Challenge readers to identify a 
moment in their lives that was very inspirational.  They can write about and illustrate the inspirational 
moment on an egg-shaped piece of construction paper.

The last page of the book, Me . . . Jane makes the connection between childhood dreams and adult 
reality.  Readers can identify what they dream about for their own adulthood.  They can write their 
dreams on a cloud-shaped piece of construction paper.  Hang the clouds from the ceiling so readers
have something they can ”reach for”.

Jane enjoys just being outdoors. "It was a magical world full of joy and wonder, and Jane felt very 
much a part of it."   Readers can make a list of all the things they enjoy doing outdoors.  Compile the
 list for readers to encourage them to spend some of their weekends outside, enjoying nature or 
playing with friends.

Readers can suggest why the title for Jeannette Winterʼs book, The Watcher, is appropriate for her 
biography of Jane Goodall.  Readers can look at a natural place outdoors through a set of binoculars.  
They can dictate what they see through their binoculars for two minutes to make a list.  How did the 
binoculars help to focus their vision?  Why are binoculars appropriate for the cover of a book about 
Jane Goodall?

The format of Me . . . Jane is like a childʼs journal with stickers, stamps, drawings and words.  
Readers can learn more about Jane Goodall and share their information in a similar type of journal, 
using photos, words, and their own drawings.  A good place to begin the search to learn more about 
this famous primatologist is at www.janegoodall.org

Readers can compare these biographies with books that Jane Goodall has written about her life 
and work.  Discuss the benefits of having someone else write about a personʼs life and work, and 
the strengths of people writing their autobiographies.  Some of the books that Jane has written for 
younger readers include:
     The Chimpanzee Family Book (North-South, 1994)

The Chimpanzees I Love:  Saving Their World and Ours (Scholastic, 2001)
My Life with the Chimpanzees (Simon & Schuster, 1996)
With Love (North-South, 1994)

Sharp • 10105 E. Via Linda, Suite 103 • Scottsdale, AZ  85258
(503) 970-9294 • www.peggysharp.com

5



❤  Perfect Square
by Michael Hall

Greenwillow 
2011

Summary:  A square can quickly and easily become many different things.

Strategies to use:
This book is a square.  Readers can identify other things in their immediate environment that are 
squares.  Make a list of what seems to be square, and then measure the objects to determine if 
they
are, in fact, perfect squares.
     Encourage readers to keep a list of the square things they see in one day.  Compile the lists to 
identify some of the significance of the square in our world.

Give each reader a square cut from construction paper.  Have a variety of different colored squares 
available. Readers then use this square to make a picture on a piece of drawing paper.  No 
additional instructions are necessary - some may paste the square to the paper and add details 
with crayons or markers, others may tear the square into pieces before gluing onto the paper, etc.  
Remind reader that they must use all of the square in their picture.

Cut several different colors and sizes of squares from construction paper.  Readers make a picture 
using several of the squares.  They glue the squares to the paper, and add details to make their 
picture.  Remind them to use all of the squares in a single picture rather than use the individual 
squares to make separate pictures.  After the pictures are complete, readers can discuss the types 
of pictures that are most conducive to the square shape.

As students listen to the book, they can change the squares as the author describes the changes.  
They make these changes without seeing with the illustrator has done.  They glue their new square 
shapes to separate pieces of construction paper as the book is hared.  After they have made all the 
changes to the squares, they can compare their square pictures to those in this book.  Each reader 
will have 6 square pictures:
 a square cut into pieces and poked full of holes

a square torn into scraps
a square shredded in strips
a square shattered
a square snipped into ribbons
a square crumpled and ripped and wrinkled

It is important to read only how the square was changed in the book, now what the square 
becomes, so that readers can make their own square shapes and compare them to what the 
illustrator has done with the same description.  You may want to do one of the square pictures on 
each of several different days in keeping with the storyline as the square changed each day of the 
week.  Combine each childʼs pictures into their own Perfect Square book.

The book title indicates that it is about a perfect square.  Readers can identify other adjectives to 
describe the square - e.g. a happy square, a changeable square, a creative square, etc.

Readers can experiment making pictures from construction paper cutouts of other shapes - triangle, 
circle, etc.  They can indicate what happened to the shape - e.g. the circle was smashed - and 
make a picture illustrating the action taken towards the shape.
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❤ Press Here
by Hervé Tullet

Chronicle
2011

Summary:  Follow the directions to enjoy a delightful book.

Strategies to use:
Readers can compare this book to Leo Lionniʼs Little Blue and Little Yellow.  Both books are 
about dots.  Discuss what is the same about the two books and how they are different.
     Challenge readers to write their own book about dots.  Remind them that their book needs to be 
different than either of these, but it does need to feature round circles with personality.

In order to read this book, readers just follow directions to see the results.  Discuss the importance 
of following directions.  Readers can identify a situation in their lives when following directions was 
especially important, and a situation when something happened because they didnʼt follow directions.
    
Readers can write directions for completing a task   Without telling someone else what the task is, 
they read the directions for another reader to follow.  Reminder:  no additional details are to be shared 
except the written directions.  Readers can discuss how specific the directions need to be in order for 
someone to be able to do what is intended.
     As a group, readers can write the directions for a particular task.  Remind them to include all the 
steps.  When they have it “right”, they share the directions with another group.  Remind them not to 
tell what the task is; just the directions for completing the task.  Which parts of the directions were 
successful, and why were some instructions problematic?

As you share the book, ask readers to predict what will happen if they follow the directions.  How 
many of the “events” were they able to correctly predict?  Was there anything that increased the 
accuracy of their predictions?

Readers can write their own “follow the directions” book.  Make a small book of eight to twelve pages.  
The first page is the cover of the book.  The inside pages continue as Tulletʼs book did - a direction 
on one page, what happened as the result of the direction on the next page.  Readers can put the 
directions on the right-side page, and what happens when the directions are followed on the left-page.  
Decide whether there should be a story for the directions, or whether just following directions will be 
the focus of the book.

This has been called an interactive book because the author talks directly to the readers, and 
because the readers do something, follow directions, to move the book along.  Readers can identify 
other interactive books they have read, why they are interactive, and their reaction to how the author 
engaged the readers.  Discuss whether readers like the interactive books, or would prefer to “just” 
read what the author has written.  Is it possible to read a book without interacting with it?
     Make a list of the interactive books for a bibliography entitled, “Interact with a Good Book.”

Discuss how the story would be different if the main “characters” were a different shape.  What are 
the assumptions made about a shape - e.g. a circle is like a button to push - what is a square or a 
triangle?

▲ ▲ ▲ ● ● ● ■ ■ ■ ▲ ▲ ▲ ● ● ●
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